
Twenty-five years ago some faithful Christians 
planted the seed for a new United Methodist 
church in Lakeland.  It was fertile land for a 
new church.  The population was growing as 
was commercial development.  Property was 
available along a major thoroughfare to build 
a facility that could become a “light on a hill” 
beckoning people to come and find the warmth 
of God’s love and grace.  All that was needed 
was for a handful of people to have enough faith 
to step up and begin being the church.  Twelve 
acres were purchased by the conference for this 
new church.

We have had three major building projects in 
25 years.  The Education Building project was 
completed debt-free and dedicated on July 
23, 1990.  This was our first worship center.  
The Education building houses our offices, 
classrooms, library, fellowship hall and kitchen.  
This space is used regularly for our preschool, 
Sunday school classes, Wednesday night dinners, 
potluck meals, scout troops.  It is our gathering 
place. 

The Gym project was completed in the Fall of 
1993, our second worship center.  Our gym is 
home to the St Paul Saints sport teams where 
kids and adults come together in Christian love 
to learn about fitness, team competition and to 
have fun.  We have used this space for everything 
from blood drives to mission fairs. 

The Sanctuary was completed and dedicated to 
the glory of God on April 9, 2000, our third and 
current worship center.  Our Sanctuary is where 
we worship each week offering two distinct 
styles of worship but always the same message 
of Christ’s love.  We’ve baptized new members, 
hosted weddings for young and young at heart 

as they start new lives together, and we have 
attended funerals of beloved members.  It was a 
$3,000,000 project.  In 2005 when we converted 
our commercial loan to bonds the debt was 
$2,200,000. Over the years we have paid 
$433,035 to reduce our debt.  Our current debt is 
$1,766,965. 

Reducing our debt is a mark of financial 
responsibility as well as good stewardship for 
what God has given us. It will allow us us focus 
our operating funds on supporting current 
and new ministries as well as maintaining and 
beautifying our building and grounds.  Just think 
what new and exciting possibilities God has in 
store for us!

The time has come for us to greatly impact our 
current debt.  Our last capital campaign ended 
April 1, 2004.   Our monthly principle and interest 
payment of $15,570 has been included in our 
annual budget for 10 years. In May 2013 our 
church council approved the Finance committee 
moving forward with a capital campaign for the 
sole purpose of reducing our debt.  We have 
partnered with Resource Ministry Partners to 
conduct our capital campaign this spring.  A 
capital campaign is a three year plan of giving 
over and above our regular giving.  We are asking 
that everyone prayerfully consider making a 
sacrificial gift to the capital campaign so that 
we might reduce our indebtedness and expand 
our ministries in the name of Jesus Christ in our 
community and the world.  For 25 years the 
faithful generousity of many people has made 
it possible for St. Paul to be in ministry.  Now it’s 
time for us to be faithful and generous; so that 
yesterday’s dream for St. Paul to be a “light on the 
hill” for Christ will move boldly into becoming 
tomorrow’s promise.
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